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INTRODUCTION

One Hundred and One Years of

Stubborn Consistency

Whart really makes a Mercedes-Benz a
Mercedes- Benz is more chan hiscory.

TECHNOLOGY

Mercedes-Benz: Engineered Like No
Other Car in the World

The quest for the perfect automobile begins
with the quest for perfece balance,

Engine/Transmission

A mighey lighe-alloy 5.6-liter gasoline V-8 and
the smoothest, quietest-running, most powerful
diesel engine in the history of the breed,

Suspension/Handling 8
Orver-the-road performance designed to complement
engine performance—braking ethciency extended
even to sudden stops on slippery roads.

Cabin Equipment 10
A civilized doiving environment.

12

e ——— a£a

Driver Controls

Mobilized ergonomic and biomechanical
science ease the drivers casks.

Body/Aerodynamics 14
Some of the most aerodynamically sophisncaced
bodies in the automobile world are also

some of the most structurally sophisticaed,

Service/Maintenance

How Mercedes-Benz intends to make
you the most elaborately well cared-
for owner in the automotive world,

MODEL SERIES

Introducing the Five Automobiles of
the S-Class for 1987 _ __20

There may be higher forms of mulei-passenger
transport than chese five Mercedes-Benz flagship
models—bur chey are not automaobiles,

300 SDL Turbo Sedan
420 SEL Sedan

560 SEL Sedan

560 SL Coupe/Roadster
560 SEC Coupe

S 46

1987 FULL LINE

Fourteen Mercedes-Benz Models for
1987—The Widest Choice In History _ 52

A Mercedes-Benz for virtually
every taste, every need.
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PHILOSOPHY

The company that today builds Mercedes-Benz automobiles traces its roots
back to the birch of the automobile itself. Gottlieb Daimler and Karl Benz,
the two men whose enterprises were later to merge and thus form Daimler-

Abwoe: Goteliel [amler,
1834- 1900, Below: Karl
Benz, 1844-1929.The patent
granted to bis 3-wheeled
Mororwagen on fanuary 29,
1886 was to be the

afficial birth certificate

af the antomobile,

Benz A.G., are the two men universally credited with
invention of the world’s first practical gasoline-
powered motor vehicles, in 1886.

What is most notable about the first one hun-
dred and one years of Daimler-Benz is not its
age bu its consistency. These two stubborn
engineers viewed the automobile as a machine, a
means of transporting its occupants efficiently from
one place to another. And all automotive progress as im-
proving, refining, burnishing that efficiency.

Their successors over the years and decades never wavered
in their pursuit of this goal. The illustrious Mercedes-Benz
record of technological innovation is the record of their
success. Today, a new generation of
stubborn Mercedes-Benz engineers—
utilizing technology and knowledge
undreamed of by their predecessors—
continues the pursuit of ever greater
automotive efhiciency more zealously
than ever before.

That unswerving consistency of purpose
shows itself in Mercedes-Benz automo-
biles themselves. “A Mercedes is a Mercedes,” the saying
goes. It is another way of saying that the strong, clear,
uncompromising automotive character symbolized by che
Three-Pointed Star represents an enduring philosophy.
Of enduring appeal.

Mercedes-Benz rescarch department num-

bering eleven thousand rechnicians and

scientists is engaged in continuing, intensive
cxploration of cthe future of the automobile. From
experiments with hydrogen and gas turbine engines
o ceramic engine components. From the exercise of
building a tiny “city car” prototype to studying the
feasibility of radar warning,

Simultancously, development engineers are ar work
on the next generation of Mercedes-Benz cars. In the
wind tunnel, on the test crack, in a unigue safety re-
search complex, on the roads of subarctic Scandinavia
and subtropical Africa.

Design work on a new Mercedes-Benz model begins
seven to ten years before the firse production model
rolls off che Line, Five million miles of tese-driving,
plus approximarely seventy thousand hours of engine
resting, are almost routine in this exhaustive process.

Production is preceded by pilot production: a run
tune the assembly and hnishing process as hnely as
the engineers have tuned the car’s design, Maose
automobile makers have gone to robotics in recent
vears—and so has Mercedes-Benz. One difference
may be that Mercedes-Benz never
deserred hand workmanship

in the process. V-4

One in every 14 workers on the factory floor is an
inspector, there o supervise the efforts of both robors
and craftsmen. Many of the most skilled such crafts-
men are graduates of an in-house apprentice pro-
gram, where Mercedes-Benz techniques—and stan-
dards—are inculcared ar an carly age.

The personal motto of Goeelieh Daimler was “Das
Beste oder Nichts™—"the best or nothing.” It became,
and remains today, the motto of Daimler-Benz. And
it is a morto whose spirit lives on today in every
Mercedes-Benz. As a new Mercedes-Benz passes its
final inspections and is released for shipment, it re-
ceives a ficting Ainal rouch—a small white certificate,
carefully mounted inside the windshield in the lower

right corner. “Product of Daimler-Benz A./G.." it reads.

Over the facsimile signarure of Gottlieb Daimler. U]
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MERCEDES-BENZ

S5-CLASS

MERCEDES-BENZ: ENGINEERED LIKE
NO OTHER CAR IN THE WORLD

Performance, handling, comfort, efficiency, dura-
bility, reliability—if the true measure of an auto-
mobile is its ability to strike the best balance

of these and myriad other key attributes, scoring as
high as possible in as many as possible, then it is
arguable that the best-balanced car in the world
today is Mercedes-Benz.

A Mercedes-Benz is engineered to perform not only

Computer Atded Destgn (CAD) ane-

aysis helps Meredes- Bz - a few specialties superbly well, but to perform every
fice it of Mgl pualitn vital function superbly well. Avoiding extremes in

any single area, pursuing high competence overall. A
Mercedes-Benz is engineered to be quick, yet efficient. Agile, yet comfor-
table. Exciting, yet rigorously safety-minded. Technologically sophisticated,
yet doggedly reliable. It is perhaps the most formidable engineering chal-
lenge possible. And it reflects perhaps the most clear-minded engineering
philosophy possible: The engineers of Mercedes-Benz—today as for the past
century—view the automobile not as a fashion statement, not as an art form,
not as an emotional outlet. It is to them no more and no less than a machine
meant to convey its occupants from one place to another with maximum
possible efficiency.

The priorities, in brief, are in order. The engineers need not waste time on
annual styling changes, or in contriving artificial novelty. They can concen-
trate exclusively on what will perform best on the road. On building che
most efficient possible machine. Using the most advanced possible tech-
nology, applying the most finely honed engineering skills, adhering to the
most stubborn standards, they have achieved a result that is evident in every
one of the fourteen Mercedes-Benz models for 1987. Each is not simply
well-engineered—bur engineered like no other car in the world.




MERCEDES-BENZ
S-CLASS

ENGINE,/ TRANSMISSION

he Mercedes=-Benz highe-alloy gaso-

line V-8 engine, in Road & Track’ fiter lighe-alfoy

. ik
words “the essence of smooth, guiet ﬁn?ﬁ;‘:;:;
running,” is built in large-displacement S60SEL Sedan,
5.6 and 4. 2-liter variants that power the $60SEC Coupe
: and 560 8L
560-series models and the 420 SELTh_E}r are Coupe/ Roadster.
among the most potent production engines extant, It rearikes s }.{w
: PRl mrost powerfl

Extreme t@_ﬂplng;u:al Sﬂphlﬁﬂcaﬂl:‘iﬂ. mﬂ_ll-:es themn “__. | Merceder- Berrs V-8
unusually civilized performers. Ignition is fully - ina decade, with
electronic. Fuel is injected via a unigque electro- e — nitings of 238hp }u
: : F B 4,800 rpm in the
macl:us}ntcal syscem, ﬂ:ddmg elecrmnlm speed and S60SEL aned 5 §0SEC:
precision to a sophisticated mechanical anel 227hp at 4,750 rpm

{becanse of a different
exhanst systen confignm-
tion) in the 360 5L, The flow
of accelerative enerpy this
engine io effortlesdy devel-

ops, i virtially all speed
ranges, ranks as one of the
tricly exhilanating ex-
periences in the modern
motering world,

basis. Valve actuation is by overhead camshafts.

This remarkable V-8 design places a high premium
on the efficiency of light weight: the block, cylinder
heads, valve covers, transmission casing, intake mani-
fold and other components are cast in lighe alloy.

Each hand cast light-alloy piston, with rings and pins,
weighs just 1.67 |bs. Engine assembly tolerances are as
fine as one-hundredch of one millimeter. Each fresh-
ly cast V-8 block is cooled ar room temperature, ulera-
sonically probed, X-rayed, and heat-treated for five
hours. The “closed deck” block casting process itself is

HORSEPOWER JEOSELSEDAN AND S60SEC COUPE The 4,2-liter V-8
HP engine that powers the
F2OSEL genevates 201
i 238 b at 5,200 rpm and
M ETEH IPOTE IJ'J'J'FJ'TSFE’I-'-E
_ 228 [b-[1 of targue at
200 3,600 rpm. f!il’jg[l!-ﬂﬂﬂj' The light-alloy engine
block fs designed to be as re- Black is cast ina low-pres-
sistand to wear and beat and sure closed-deck process
£ vibration as a cast iron black, devised 1o ensure a dense
bt is saech Tighter, One and rigeed alloy texture—
() beneftt of less engine 'i:i-'l.'i:g-;.?f H'JE'_ .ﬁr('}' to rigiality and dor-
is felt beyond the engine ability. Only three o four
itself, in the positive Blocks can be produced per
50 handling effects promored honr by a single machine,
try a fighter load on the Mo, painstaking work.

[ OO0 200 0 4000 S000 G000 7000 EFM

front wheels of the car. And alsolutely necessary.

The Mercedes-Benz 560 5EL
at speed. With a 5.6 liter V-8
erginee, that generates 238hp
dal 4,800 rpm, it can com-
fortably lap the test track at
well aver 140 mph.

G

The J'Fli:_;:ar.?f}'j.ﬁ-

the most elaborate in the industry. Studded wich che
block's metalalloy are millions of microscopic silicon
crystals, so hard char the engine’s cylinder walls can be
machined only by diamond-tpped wols.

The 300 5DL Turbo Sedan is powered by a diesel
engine modern in design and stunning in per-
formance: an in-line six-cylinder, three-liter tur-
turbodiesel rated at 143 horsepower and gener-
anng an excremely undiesel-like 195 Ib-fr of
torque at 2 400 rpm. Note that a minumum

of B0 percent of peak rorque is available in the
critical 1,700-4,200 rpm engine speed range.
The 300 SDL Turbo's tese track maximum

is one hundred and nineteen miles per hour,

A lightweight deep-skirted cast iron block, lighe-
alloy crossflow head and a duplex-chain-driven
single overhead camshafr are distincoive features. To
counteract thermal scress, each piston is automari-
cally and individually oil-cooled. In cold weather
running, the fuel is automatically preheated o help
prevent ics “waxing —and help facilitace smoother
engine performance during che warm-=up phase.

The engine is fully encapsulared wichin its compart-
- ment by acoustic pancling chat extends even
underneath che car, This is a cardi-
nal reason why the 3005DL

i i

i

wi a7

Turbo is not only a very fast diesel, but an almost
whispery-quict diesel as well. A compact tour-speed
[OIqUe CONVErTer auromaric cransmission is frred
all models described 1n chis brochure. Its centrally
mounted shift lever, moving chrough a stepped gate,
15 designed o permit manual-sryle gearshifring—
crisp, positive, pleasurable. The automatic mode can
be overridden by hand-shifting when the urge or
need arises. [

This trap oxidieer & fitted to
afl 38D Therdva Secans for
1987, It nises comdnstion

I.:'I:'l:rf iy I'.l.'l.'-I'J!'JIJ'-?t' !".'i'RJ:J'Il' !'.‘-L'lr.ill'il'r.l'.‘!
particilates before they

can E'.‘E':EJI'.H' IrEfi !JH' It H‘J'-I'JFIHIJI"J'E'.

Harnessing otherwise wasted
exhanst pases to fiterally su-
percharge the eylinders with
air, tve 300805 firivo-
charper boosts poter and
torgre. The engine to which
it s progenrted 18 the mrost
powerfuel diesel engine ever
placed i a production car.
Lefe:The fouer-speed torguee
CONTEFLOT IR I s
midssion 5 cermpact and Halbi-
weight, and so effrcient in
apreration that 8 can effect
eriicker gear changes. Below:
A comprebensive system that
Iiterally encapsulates the en-
afne arned Fransmission rig .!'fﬂ_r
S PreSics norse cosstons. A
second frrewall fs a frriher
aiel in retarding the passage
of wodse inte the caliin area,

HOBRSEPOWER
HF

M SDL TURBO SEDAMN

1HI}
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MERCEDES-BENZ
S-CLASS

SUSPENSION/ HANDLING

ercedes-Benz was one of the first produc-

rion auromobiles o adopr the concept of

independently suspending both rear
wheels on their individual axles. It was more than
half a century ago, in 1931, This early emphasis on
the importance of suspension design—and the re-
lated rendency t lead its rechnological development
rather than merely follow—became ingrained.
Limousine or sports car or sedan, any
Mercedes-Benz of any given era
inevitably represents a lesson
in both suspension cheory
and the over-the-road ex-
cellence chac is its aim.
So it is with the Mercedes-
Benz models covered here.
Fifty-six years of living
with fully independent sus-
pension show in systems of
extreme technical culeivarion.

The goal is the maximum possible synergism of
roadholding tenacity and riding comfore in every
Mercedes-Benz; thus, a stately five-passenger

360 SEL Sedan able to keep up with sports cars on
sports car roads, And an agile 560 SL Coupe/Road-
ster able to pad smoochly over the bumps and lumps.

To the high rechnology of basic suspension design is
added a host of vieal ancillaries, Front and rear
anti-sway bars; dual-chambered, gas-pressurized

.lil..llll'.I“t'lf. :!f.c:'-:::rrm.-rl:-
foreed fght-alloy
woheels, as shownat
left, are standard
onralf 5 Class cars,
Their advaniapes
are threcfald: re-
cliecing nnsprung
werght, venting beat
prnenated in bard nse
azay from the brake
dizcs, and shaped (o belp
reeliee avradynamic drag.

The secrer r:fin-fruﬂfr:;{ hrre-
feotedness—especially in
Bandling extremes—is to

keep the maximem possibile
tere strfdce area in contact
with the moad at all times,
Frelly independent suspension
15 the single most important
techarical elesent i thhis
effore; indecd. it is vir-
tuallya provegueisite.

e |

T

arazl

Strong aned mrassfoe as it st
et enedlrire the loads andd
ferces that can be imposed
nfron i, the SMSPCISTON §Y5-

e it e samme time a deli-
Cale procision tnstriomen.
Far example, its coil springs
are crogs-maiched, front
with front and rear with
reds, to belp ensure wniform
deflection chanscterfstics,
Stonat frome and rear sta-
Bilizer bars act as torsional
bwaces, opposing the bedys
tendency to lean during vig-
arons cornering. Demronstral-
ing that a well-suspended
car need not furch or wallow,

shock absorbers; and steel-beleed radial-ply tires,
mounted in turn on the wide rims of wheels forged in
light alloy to enhance handling capability by reduc-
ing unsprung weighe. To aid rear wheel traction under
hard acceleration or with one wheel on a slippery
surface, a limited-slip differential is ficred o all V-8
models excepr che 420 5EL.

teering 15 by the parented Mercedes-Benz recircu-

lating-ball syscem, utilizing 24 recirculating

steel balls to impart an almost liquid-smooch
vet crisp steering feel. Instead of numb arcificialiry,
progressive power assistance preserves a subtle and
accurate sense of the road.

The four-wheel disc brake

syseem 15 linked in turn o the

Mercedes-Benz Anti-lock Braking

System (A BS), mobilizing compurer

speed and precision to help prevent wheel

lock-up in sudden hard braking on all surfaces,

such as rain-shicked roads. ABS is nor primarily
designed to reduce stopping distances but w help
extend steering control of che car even to emergency
situations, It is not a panacea; it cannot defy che laws of
physics, for example, if the car moves too fast through a
curve or follows another vehicle oo closely or aqua-
planes. And irs effectiveness should never be used as an
excuse for reckless or careless driving L

Tl steeriunp systen’s pearboy
is stratepically placed bebind
the fromt axdle, as far away as

frossibe from expasure to
major frontal impacts.

Frimt
Shsn-
ston design
inall §-Class

seelians anred Hive

0O MC Conpe InCer-

prorties sevo-affsel steer-
ing geomerry, wivich belps
canse the fromt wiheels 1o
Jollow their steered path
event rnaler hared braleivne on
rough surfaces, Straighe-line

T i . |
=18
VR

<] phers the sensors” inpuet aned

tracling fs fmpressive, L7

Fhe Mercedre-Benz Ann-
foch: Byakeing Systene (ABS)
feft. urilizes sensors at each

Fieenet 2eheed arned the year
drive oo fo detect I
Cril -:;'I_.ln:'q'.ll fn:'.ll'up r'u '-'J'u.l'n:!'n:'ﬂ
brkeivgg ene all roael seerfaces.
l|I FF dapf I-F-'IJ.J r':é' a_wmp.!.lf(-r :fl;':;'é.-

Prepins modielating pressure
i the brake lines wp o fifteen
tiaes v secomed, commtering
wheel lacknp and preseveing
tive car’s steeveDilin v

This test car will avoid the
barrier. The abilily an ABS-
eqgrei pped car gives its driver
ter bvthor annied steer Dis oy oul
il tronedle, in sitaeations that
mrigfal othertse pose severe
Ierzards, rmbs as one of

Hhe :lrr:rjﬂr':r:.":.'.l.l.'u'.- i efwry-

g control IR Fecent years.
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MERCEDES-BENZ
S-CLASS

CABIN EQUIPMENT

o other automaobile interior looks or feels
quite the same as that of a Mercedes-Benz—
even if, in terms of interior layour and
even the equipment and amenities provided, major
variations berween most automobiles today are few:

There 15 no mystery about char “Mercedes-Benz feel ”

Ir is simply the sum total of myriad individual design
solutions—from door handle placement, to the
contour of the rear seat, to the system for exhauscing
stale cabin air—each geared o minimizing human
stress by maximizing functional effciency. And un-
complicated by any ateempt o outdecorate or
ourtstyle the next car. In a Mercedes=-Benz, you rest
not in the lap of luxury but in the sure hands of bio-
mechanical and ergonomic science. The sedans

in this brochure afford one hundred cubic feet

of interior volume; the 560 SEC Coupe and 560 SL

Coupe;/Roadster provide proportionally generous
space for their occupants.

Comfore is interpreted not as a decoration issue but
a physical issue: keeping your body refreshed, and
nerves calm, over the miles and hours, Thus the
complex biomechamical support scructure thacis a
Mercedes-Benz sear. Thus diligent anti-noise and
anti-vibration measures, Thus a superb climarte con-
trol system that can be set to maintain a constant
supply of fresh cabin air.

A Mercedes-Benz is made as liveable as possible, of
course. You are meant to not merely endure bue
actively savor your time aboard. There is fine-cur velour
cCarpering; genuine wood trim on the instrument
panel and central console;, richly aromaric and du-
rable leather upholstery on the seat beneath you,

A microprocessor-controlled,

frelly araomraric climete con-
trol system can be set to the
desired interior temperatuere
and it will be maintained
vear-venid, Left: All of the

cabin air is complelely ex-
changed approximately three
times per mivate with the
Ideer set at dts bighest
spewed, Thirteen indrotdial
air ontlets are strategically
placed throuphons the cabin
of all 8- Class sedans and

the 360 5EC Conpe,

Awatomy of a safety-minded
antomelile interior, desigmed
not only to meet povernment
stanalardls buet Mircedes-
Benz standards.

Left: Passenger safety is the
sulfect of intensive ongoing
research at Datmler- Benz
testing facilities, High-speed
impact tests, seech as the one
being readied at left, are doc-
wirrented on film (note power-
fuel lights in backgrowund) for

later evaluation iy engineers,

Below: An electrically potw-
ered sliding steel sunroof
wwith rear pop-up feature and
a bueilt- i wind deflector

is aatilable on all models de-
scribred in this brachure except
the 360 8L Conpe/ Roadser

All 5-Class sedans and the
560 5EC Conpe are fortified
apainst engine noise by an
tngenions second frrewall,
forward of the main firewall.
The space between them
harbors beat-sensitive agere-
Rc]'!-E‘S FH‘-L'.EF friy !'.;.F!" b-l'”h'fl]." rﬂ‘lﬂl
cerlain electricals,

A bi-pressure central system
is desipned to awtomatically
Tock alf deors, the trunk
lid and the fuel-filler port
with one teoiit ufﬂ' .i.'f-;.-:'n the
lock of the driver’ or front
passengers door, or the trunk,
A further security precantion
5 an anti-theft alarm system,
with protection extending lo
the dectronic radio, which
u‘uni?' be rendered inopera-
trve if any attempt were

of

made to forcibly remoue it

oth the number and quality of ameniries are

firse class. An example 15 the scandard elec-

tronic AM and FM stereo radio wich cassette
player. Radio signal search sensitivity can be set at
three levels. The cassette deck fearures Dolby B’
noise reduction and chromium dioxide tape capabil-
ity. Four speakers are standard in all models except
the 560 5L, which employs two. The radio is linked
to the car’s buile-in anci-thefr alarm syseem.

Finally, the cabin of a Mercedes-Benz is a remarkable
exercise in safety-mindedness. The Supplemental
Restraint System (SRS) described ar right and below
is standard equipment—Dbur so oo are innumerable
other vital safety precautions. Yer like almose all
those other precautions, SRS is unoberusive tw the
point of being nearly unnoticeable until che instanc it
may be needed. Proving that careful design can
reconcile concern for occupant well-being with a
desire for comfore. |

Steering sti"stfm design fs con-
ditiveed by safety factors.
Nete the corrugated column

The Supplemental Restraing
?'FEE‘H'L'&' drivers-side air bag
L'pl'uf's ina factory test. Set
into the steering wheel hub
and invisible under normal
crrcrerstances, i 15 meand i

deploy a cushion between
driver and wheel and then
begin deflating the cushion
within a fraction of a second
ina major frontal impact.
Fromit seat belts incorpo-
Rile EINETRENCY Lo

section: i a major frontal or
abdtegeee fmpact, it 55 mreant to
deform and absorl kinetic
energy, dimiting displacement
rearward into the cabin area,

714

i)

|

STOMINg rernactors, electron-

ically set to frestantly tighten
the belrs dwring thar same

[riction of a second aftera

HLapor fru:lrh:l' imipact wwlenr
the drivers-sice air bag i

mreant to deploy, They add a
vital further reason fa‘y

ralways
Eeckling wp.

L



MERCEDES-BENZ
H=-CLASS

DRIVER CONTROLS

oday's Mercedes-Benz is such a complex

network of integrated technologies that che

driver of an 5-Class sedan, for example,
urilizes over chircy various controls, instruments,
gauges and lamps to ethaently operate the car and
monitor its running condition. The remarkable as-
pect of Mercedes-Benz cabin design is how simple
and easy—indeed, how pleasurable—the per-
formance of all these rasks has been made. There is
perhaps no more user-friendly automortive tech-

nology extant today.

As an example, the normally belted=in driver can
operate every viral conrrol and absorb every viral
piece of running information without any awlkward
reaching or shifting of position.

Dipetal fashionability is dis-
meissed for major instrigvents
in favor of the proven superi-
ority of analep design i
qrefckly and accnrately re-
laying information. The
speedormeter, tachometer and
ather vital sowrces of runming
information are placed di-
rectly below the driver’ for-
awatrd freld of vision, Supple-
mentary Infnn.min'mr,
including outside lempenz-
fuere and even engine oil,
erigine coolant and wind-
shield washer fTuid levels,

i provided clearly by

a bank of indicators below
the main instrments,

When you electrically mouve
the wheel nearer or further
away from you in §-Class
Sedans and the S6085EC, the
colunmr-monnted mdti-
frnction control and crieise
control levers move with i,

Erponomic design belps posi-
tion the driver efficiently in
relation to the steering wheel
and other major controls, At
Mercedes-Bene, the idea that
decorators shanld dictate
cabin design is anathema,

BRAKE

The antomatic shift lever isa
centrelly mounted, maneal-
style fixtwre that moves
through a stepped gate that
fets you change gears by feel,
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A manenwver performed on
the track dramatizes a prime
motivating factor i the effi-
clevecy-first Mercedes-Benz
philosophy of interior
design: in avebicle moving
al :Iz;:r.mfs of 80 feet per sec-
ond, when prompt driver
reaclion and response can be
critical, there is simply no
time for confusion or in-
precision in operation of the
driving controls. It fsa
plrilosoply Mercedes-Benz
shares with designers of rac-

ing-car and aircraft cockpits;

there also, function and not
decoration comes first,

Controls are so carefully designed and placed, wich
their own individual “feel,” that you can operarte
every one withour taking your eyes off the road a-
head. Thus, the driver's and co-driver’s seat and
head restraint adjustment controls in 5-Class sedans
and the 560 SEC are tiny models of seats and head
restraints, complete with memory feature, set int
the door panels. To change position you simply push
the corresponding part of the model and your own
seat or head restraint moves accordingly.

Meanwhile, you can eleccrically reposicion the steer-
ing wheel (and all column-mounted concrols along
wich it) through rwo inches of fore-and-aft range by
touch, as you drive, in all $-Class sedans and che
560 SEC. A two-position “memory” feature allows

you to preset and recall ar a touch any two precise
combinations of seat, head restraint and steering
wheel position you prefer.

nstrument panel design and layou scress ergo-

nomic function over decorative effect. The

speedometer and other key driving instruments,
with high-contrast white-on-black numerals and or-
ange dials, are hooded and set behind a cransparent
panel angled downward to help inhibic glare.

The headlamp and other illumination controls are
carefully placed ar che lower lefe of the instrument
panel where only the driver can reach them while the
car is moving. No control knob is sharp or pointed.

Mote thar che rear=vision mirror is set to detach from
its base under 16 1bs. of pressure.

Mercedes-Benz cabin design has a simple aim.
To simplify the driver’s rask. To ease his physical
and menral burdens. And o make him a more
ethcient driver as a result.

Right: The drivers seat ina
Wercedes- Bewz is net mievely
rrI.'-'Jr.u'r fositdown bra
Dighly saphisticated bio-
mechanical sfprpart Svne-
taeve designed 1o cradle the
cly anred Delpy maintain
refaxed alerfness even ooer
sustainreed bonrs of driving,

Mercedes- Bene engineers
ingist onra lavpe-diameter
steering wheel for an wn-
cram ped Rormal driving
atiitnde, Secondary comtrols
e g r.l.l,!|'l,".'|,'|:!I i .I'.'I.In;: cominr!
corsele—each controd §s
witbin casy reach of the
driver’s right hand,

The efriver’s seat fonmdation
is at steel spring core, covered

by sneccessroe layvers of
,r'.rr;f-rf.!'h!:.{. It f5 rrod mrarsh-
malloc soft bt firmily
supportive, The springs
are turece tee brelp flter
onl stespension Vi -
rieners etnned osctllat s,

To bl CNEIIEeTS of Mercedes-
Bene, proper driving vis-
J;I:u'.l'r'.!_'u' involves more than a
farge wwindshield area. Blade-
fikee channels are designed
ito the extreme windshicld
edges, meani (o catel nain-
wwater displaced by the
wipers ard rowte if wpward
onta the roof —and away
fromr the side windows, Tiny
windshield washer nozeles
st fndo Hive Dot are Ehermn-
statically beated, to prevent
fcing up IR winter drivin i
conrdfiffons.,

Above: Exterior mirrors are
st to vield to fore pr aft
impacts. Both drivers and
[rEssenRger side mivryars are
Irrn'm-':ir in ::.lrira-m.iria.'r:f.ll_r
self-beat when ontside tem-
peratsre approaches freceing,



MERCEDES-BENZ
5-CLASS

BODY/AERODY NAMICS

edan and coupe and coupe/roadster alike, the

body of every Mercedes-Benz described on

these pages is a welded steel monocoque or
“unit” structure, so called because it makes one rigid
unit of what would otherwise be a bolted-rtogether
combination of body and frame.

The advantages in saved weight and enhanced
screngeh are compelling, Of greater importance is the
central safety precaution that a monocoque structure
allows—which Mercedes-Benz developed in 1951

and has incorporated in every passenger car it has
buile in che 36 years since.

This is the principle of progressive and controlled
collapsibility of front and rear body sections in a major
impact. The cagelike central body structure where
the occupants sit is designed for maximum nigidicy;
but in a severe froneal or rear collision, the bodywork
and structural members fore and afc of it are intended
to yield—and in yielding, to absorb a significant
amount of kinetic energy before its full force can be
cransmitted into char passenger shell.

Placement of the fuel tank refleces an equal concern
for the effects of a major impace: it is locared as far
from the rear of the car as possible, deep inboard
above the rear axle, flanked by the rear wheels and
shiclded ar strategic points by steel panels.

Windshield and door pillars are designed not simply
to support the roof bur to help brace it as staunchly

as possible in case of a roll-over accident. The body of
a Mercedes-Benz is also structurally braced for resis-

tance to side impaces. This critical occupant safety con-

sideration influences not juse the design of the doors,
but that of the body structure and its frame floor unir,

The 360 5L Coupe/ Roadster
and 360 5EC Conpe srrivirid
e tre fest track al Strctigart-
Lertuerkbeinm, Their spore-
i natnre complemented by
thetr adberence to Mercedes-
Benr standards of strengeh
and durability; their basis is
the same sturdy monocogue
ehell as all other Mercedes-
Bette passeniger Cars,
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Aboce: Foery Mercedes-Benz
8=l body i precision-
soeleleed aod mrore thane 4,700
idividial poins, creating a
stngle monocogue strivetire
of formidable torsiomal
rigiclity armd sheer strength,
MNumerous different 1ypes of
steel are wsed 1o form a

Mercedes-Benz body; almost
I1 percent of toral body
wetght is accounted for by
HSLA (high-strengrh/low-
alloy) steel— an exotic met-
allurgical advance, combin-
ing remrarkabie strength
with remrarkable liphtness,

Long foned for band-waork-
meneship, Mercedes-Bens
wets also anve of the first prec-
Htianers of advarced rofts

Ics I fve aanedonrrnand Foee el vest ey

I weldmg operations fike
that at left, for example,
rerbats are fiveless, Aned ind-
manly precise. Right, desail
oof roaf radl design combiming
stvength and Iphines.

This diligent safety-mindedness extends into virrually
every last area of body design. A Mercedes-Benz,
from its spring-loaded radiator omament, to exterior
mirrors designed to yield to impaces from fore or aft,
ro its lack of sharp edges, is designed not only with
concern for the safety of its occupants—but for char

of pedestrians as well.

ainstaking workmanship is invested in con-

struction and finish of every Mercedes-Benz

body. For example, seams and joints in cach
raw metal body are soldered, leaded and brazed into
near invisibilicy. Burrs and metal blemishes are hand-
sanded and ground. Once mounted on the car, every
door and deck lid and engine hood is manually
checked for precise fit. A man with a brush daubs crit-
ical welded seams and surfaces with zinc-rich paint
before the car is painted, in the belief thar it is never
too early to begin taking steps against corrosion,
More than 30 pounds of plasticized undercoating is
bonded to the car’s underside, for the same reason,

Below: Retented in 1951 by
Meroedes- Bene and swsed
Ty passenger car the com-
pany bas built for sale ever
since, the principle of con-
trofled deformation i meant
to make the cars body irself

a ceniral element in safety. As
showrn in this diagram, the
fromi and rear body sections
are baiilt to vield to the force
of a major impact, absorbing
Kinetic cnergy as :In-y.-mf-
lapse—before its full force
can be transmitted to the
passentger siell within, The
samee diagram reveals an-
other vital safety precantion:
the fuel tank i located as far
inboard as possilble and away
from the rear bumper, almost
between the rear wheels, The
tamk fs shielded at stnateesc
points by steel balleheads,
Irtegrated into the graceful
fine of the calvin are crirnd =
shield and door pillars

of sirength and rigidity.

The discipline ri-JIr Computer A ided Dyesignt (CAD) analysis as
shawn in the phote above belps Mercedes-Bene engineers to
design sculptured surface data of bigh quality.

. 11[ . l'.'-!l."l'

i ————

Computers and simudators
berve obvtated come of the
seed for real-world resting
procedures conmected to the
development of Mercedes-
Benz antomobiles, but the
engineers have fourid no sati-
frctory substituete for the care-
ﬁr”}' momitored crasl test,
nzing samples from the pro-
duction line. Left: A new

560 SEC Conpe is sacriftced
it duplicacion of « froncal
impact at bighway speed.

Near the final stage of the
assemiy process, an nspector
ssing a spectal instrument
checks the tolerance of door
fretings. Ar Mercedes-Benz,
auttorrnation and robotics will
afepays be subject to the nlti-
mrate arbiter of the rrafmed
eve. the experienced hand,
st the judgment of accept-
able quality that only the
Ieman mind can make,

13



MERCEDES-BENZ
S5-CLASS

BODY/AERODY NAMICS

crodynamic efhiciency was an integral parr of

Mercedes-Benz automaobile design even be-

tore che “aerodvnamic look” became an in-
dustry fashion. The benefies of working with instead
of against the airstream are simply oo compelling
tor tunctional-minded engincers to 1gnore.

The bulky, blunt-nosed, turbulence-inducing auto-
mobile must expend a high percentage of engine
power at cruising speeds, simply bucking the wind.
Conversely—an efhcient aerodynamic shape helps
conserve enging power and thereby helps conserve
fuel. Ar a cost/benefir ratio, in engineering rerms,
that very favorably compares wich such ocher steps
as further reducing vehicle weighe or furcher maodi-
fying engine design.

Skillful aerodynamic shaping of a car’s exterior con-
tours can sharply reduce running noise—smoothing
the airflow over its surfaces to diminish the eddying
and turbulence heard as sceady howls and shrieks ar
highway speeds.

A shape that obeys the laws of aerodynamics can also
help stabilize the car’s scraight-line behavior at high
speeds and in sudden crosswinds,

PAINTWORK APPLICATION
DIAGEAM

METALLIC

MON-METALLIC
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Right: Dripping tvicles. a
tesd car tniederpoes ome of onr
sreerrrererts cofel-woeather
trials inna spocial froceing
clwesrrler Sofad tn 170 cong-
rivs aroaand te world

aeeed saebrjoctod to virtaally
vveryexireme of climare,
Meveedes-Bonz cars mast be
efetpnedd with such ex-
drenes i il

Left: The madtistep paf-
frig prrocess employed on
Merceddes- Bewr artomobiles
arpially represents the

st aefvanced sich process
for the Enelrestry foday, Below:
Privr to painling, e !'mn'fr
£ :-'F:u'-lr.'.fm.-:pfm.rwa':ru.r.l’
edipped in a primer batly,
Widelvel seames are sioafbed

writh corrosion-resistant PV

PR e i
o=’ b
Sy e

=a ¥ 5

Crpposite page: Tail lamp
bews on every Mercedes- Bene
is deeply ridged —for safeey
reatsons, Recessed areas of the
rielpes are designed & escape
sleeshy aond elere throws np by
air tnrbnlence bebind the
morving car, thes helping tail
fetmps to e more visifle to
following traffic. Foul-
weather coritfons alin
puided design of exterior
edoviar baneelics om the 560 8FC
Carefre; they are protected

.!1_1.' this ﬂr.'r-r.l.:!'_','ma:lm'.'.?:r.llf_].'r.'rm-

Far left, Bl wovkemeanship
cemnibiniercs b play an fie-
portent rale i the constriec-
trene pracess, Here, a skilled
wretalworker smooths a row
mictal Dedy prior te painting,
Fefe, rabuot sproys the aender-
siede of a car with thick PVC
rm:.l'ﬂra.'r.-:i!in;; oy 300
poerrdds of this proteciive
mraterial is applicd wevery
Mercedes- Bene,

sonevedd gavntler, bolping 1o
Recp the door bawdle and its
user’s haneds drien. Righe side
cxberior mirrar an this

360 8L —as on all models in
this brichire—is dlecerically
driver-adjnstable, Exterior
mrivrors an all mrodels are alw
desipred to antomatically
boger heating themeclues
wwhen outside temperatires
approach freczing They

are designedd to fold T
fmm an fpact fmm i J"r.-rnr
aor bebin,

-

The invisible power of the wind can even be har-
nessed in the causes of enhanced foul-weather
driving visibality, of brake ventilation and engine
compartment cooling.

All these benehes, reaped simply by refining the car’s
exterior shape: it is oo porenoially grear a gainin
funcrional efficiency to ignore. Indeed, it is worth the
most diligent aerodynamic research and devel-
opment. And ar Mercedes-Benz, auto-
motive aerodynamics has long
receved preaisely that. 5o long,
in face, thar the European
indusery’s first wind runnel
belonged o Mercedes-

Hene. (Today,
Mercedes-Benz operates

ewo wind tunnels full-
time—one of them,

perhaps prediceably, the mose
powerful on the Continent. )

Loft: Fach af Refvwn: The 560 8L% falwric
e s iveanrscnls convertifle top ritses and

af felivdaleead com- lozerers easily e stoves ot of

poenris that comprise i sight in fts own special com-
Mercedes« Bee — i this case, piertment. The removabie
rhe SEOSEL Nedarr— Js aen steed Iareliop tierns the

et for all ies vital bearing
on performance and com-

ey :-.1'.1.!.!.1;1.":- af modern SGO 5L inter e sueep closed GT
sechrrology it of exien- cottpe. Its roar wineder i olec-
sfoely tested, arduonstly
prreeent feclrolag v,

tore and ethciency in general,
aerodynamics has never been permitted trically beated.
to dominate Mercedes-Benz automotive design:
the ulamarely acrodynamic car would allow no
headroom; sit too low on the road o be practical;
seal off the wheels and impede brake cooling—and
otherwise disrupt the balance of virtues that defines
a Mercedes-Benz,

To the engineers of Mercedes-Benz, in brief, it 1s not

Thus, the real Mercedes-Benz achievement in the enough to be acrodynamically efficient; a car must be
acrodynamic sphere is measured not by low drag acrodynamic, #nd efficient. It is therefore all the more
coefhicients alone, impressive as these are, but by how noteworthy thar the models described on these pages

litele is sacrificed—in practicality, in comfort, in vis- rank among the most acrodynamically sophisticated

ibiliry and almost ad infinitum—in realizing them. large cars sold in America today.
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MERCEDES-BENZ
5-CLASS

SERVICE/MAINTENANCE

oining the ranks of Mercedes-Benz owners in
North America brings you satisfactions beyond
the automobile itself. They are not minor ones:
in the independent ].D. Power & Associates survey
of consumer satisfaction, Mercedes-Benz owners—
every year from 1982 through 1985—were found
to be more satisfied with their cars than owners of
the 28 other makes, imported and domestic, in
the survey.

In ctheir day-to-day, real-world experiences, Mercedes-
Benz owners have felt themselves to be well served
indeed. By their cars and by the support system be-
hind them.

This is not happenstance. Mercedes-Benz believes
thar continued success rests on retaining the respect
and trust of its owners. That this respect and

trust attaches not to the car alone but to every
experience related to it, from day of purchase to

day of crade-in or sale. Thus, making the owner-
ship experience as satisfactory as possible—

in every possible dimension—is not only an inten-
tion. It is a necessity. This commitment to
owner support begins almost the

minute a Mercedes-Benz arnives

in North America, It is nor simply
loaded onto a transporter for delivery

to an authorized dealer: it is whisked

0 a Mercedes-Benz Vehicle Preparation
Center—almost an extension of factory
faciliries and standards, on North
American soil—and methodically
examined, inspected and adjusted

where necessary.
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Pfunjr Inwriting rrf o CTHn-
mitment to excellence is
provided by the Signature

Service concept, fmple-
mented by meany authorized

Mercedes= Benrz dealers.
The service techmictan whe
works on your car vouches jor

the .T.'nn'ir_]' rJ-JIr bis woork J':r_'r ST

ing his name, This persomal way

af backing up pride in work-

manship extends thronghout
cvery participaiing dealevship.

- There are 422 auchorized Mercedes-Benz dealers
strategically locared chroughout che United States
today. Most have been part of the Mercedes-Benz
organization for a decade or more; that record of
owner satisfaction is directly related to their seasoned
understanding of the importance of prompt, effi-
cient, courteous cuscomer service. And cheir commit-
ment to delivering it.

Thar commitment takes rangible form. In service
departments equipped, in most cases, with factory-
approved electronic diagnostic aids and as many as
230 specialized Mercedes-
Benz wols. Used by tech-
nicians who are trained
Mercedes-Benz specialists,
{In many authorized deal-
ership service departments
today, the technicians’
combined Mercedes-Benz
experience can be fifty,
sixty, as much as one hun-
. dred years.)

Authorized dealers benefic
from an efficient, comput-
erized nationwide pares distribution system—dealing
only in genuine Mercedes-Benz automotive parts.

af their efforts with the
quality of the antomeobile it-
self = anned arve determined,

N r.l':re'pmrrﬁ, o ke it

the most cared-for ower
in the awbomotioe waorld.

Fromt the sales consultant in
the showraom, to the service
techician who perforas
wark on your car, the peaple
of Mercedes-Bene are dedi-

. . Service can extend even beyond the dealer’s premises
cetbed fo matching the grality 3

and business hours. The unique Mercedes-Benz
Roadside Assistance program is like a nationwide

security blanker: should you ever encounter any
difficuleies on an empry backroad on a rainy Sunday
morning, a single toll-tree call can bring help. Even if
it means sending a rrained Mercedes-Benz service
technician to your side,

Mercedes-Benz and its authorized dealers, in sum-
mary, believe that true owner satisfaction only begins
with the purchase of a car. And thus they are com-
mitted, not only to che idea of a superb automobile—
but to the idea of a superb automobile ownership
experience, As you are invited o experience, iirsthand.

Above: You are covered for the
frrst 50,000 miles or 48 months
of ewnership by a strong lim-
ted new-car warraniy: Left: fn
the event that your Mercedes-
Benz travels several bundred
thowsands miles during your
period of ownership,

Mercedes- Benr wondd like to
krorw; throwgh your auth-
orized dealer, handsome radi-
ator badges like these are
routinely awarded to owners
whose cars have
dackrmenied ceriam
mileape milestones.
Demand over the
yuirs bhas beent brick,

Authorized Mercedes-Benz
service includes the skills of
brighly trained technicians,
spectalized in Mercedes-
Bene service,

9

The standard Mercedes-Benz limited new car
warranty 15 perhaps not typical of mose cars,

but very typical of Mercedes-Benz: it covers
four years or fifty thousand miles. And is very
long on owner protection, but refreshingly short
on ifs, ands or burs, [

Mercedes- Benz Roadside
Asststance pragrom offers
:.-:lr-r.l'n--pbn:lr.:' oy o= fae.
ol servnce aststance, i 48
staies, after normal dealer

service bonrs—on weekends,

£ Gt J'Jf.-.l'r'n".:r_r::. e telf -
free telephone call initiates
this remarkable and very
reassuring form of roadside
belp. See your autborized
dealer for further details.
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MERCEDES-BENSZ

S-CLASS

INTRODUCING THE FIVE AUTOMOBILES
OF THE S-CLASS FOR 1987

Mercedes-Benz S-Class 1s presented for 1987, in
five distinctively different gasoline and turbodiesel
models. Each is comprehensively described and
tlluscrated on the pages that follow. Included are
technical specifications, equipment, performance,
and a few informartive words on the automortive
personality of each. '

Whichever S-Class model you ulaimarely choose,
el parganiendi,  you will be driving a flagship example of Mercedes-
for 1987 = the flagships of the line Benz engineering. An automobile that combines

technological advancement, supreme performance,
high driving civilization, and a reassuring level of safety-mindedness, inside
and out. For 1987, the S-Class is once again led by the magnificent 560 SEC
Coupe, perhaps the most elegant means yet devised for conveying four people.
Its sedan counterpart, the 560 SEL, ranks with limousines for comfort, with
GT cars for performance —and with no other automobile for sheer range of
capabilities. Close behind it comes the 420 SEL Sedan, one of the mightiest
four-door automobiles sold in America today.

The classic 560 SL Coupe/Roadster last year became the most powerful SL

in history wich the ficting of cthe potent 5.6-liter V-8 gasoline engine that also
powers the 560 SEC and 560 SEL. It returns for 1987, its exortic appeal intact.
The 300 SDL Turbo Sedan was introduced in mid-year of 1986 to instant
acclaim. It is the fastest, smoothest, quietest production diesel automobile ever
built—a technological breakthrough that repeals the laws of diesels.

When you have finished reading the pages chat follow, you will have a
clear idea of which S-Class model best meets your tastes and needs. And a
clear understanding of how Mercedes-Benz automobiles are indeed engi-
neered like no other cars in the world. -




In its own quiet and civilized way, the high-pertfor-
mance Mercedes-Benz sedan displayed to the right
methodically and one by one repeals all of the
laws of diesels.

At 143 horsepower and with a test-track maximum
of 119 mph, it obliterates conventional notions of
diesel performance with vivid standing-start accel-
R A Erqtirﬂn and sustained strong torque output. Lending
tic 121 -inch S-Class wheelbase, he . Ariving substance to the simple statement that the
o e Wmas cvntort 300 SDL Turbo's six-cylinder, three-liter, turbo-

charged engine ranks as the world’s most powerful
production diesel passenger car engine ever buile for sale. As power has been
increased beyond traditional diesel levels, noise —even at idling speeds—has
been dramatically decreased. Indeed, most curbside bystanders may never
suspect your 300 SDL Turbo to be a diesel at all.

Credit the inherent mechanical balance of that in-line, six-cylinder layout;
the design of a diesel engine intended (as in seven main bearings and 12
crankshaft counterweights) to run as smoothly as technology allows; and

the acoustic encapsulation system that surrounds it top, sides, rear and bottom

within the engine compartment. And literally smothers running noise. This .
arguably qualifies as the guietest diesel automobile yer built for sale.
b Tl Fah : — g e 5 5 e — e P N T o -._.r:_;._“-:..-‘_"‘_-__ -....l.--"-...-_.. -.:__:. "'\-'-\T_.__ -
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MERCEDES-BENZ

S5-CLASS

3005DL TURBO SEDAN

Electrically actnated diding
steel roof is optional—at no
extra cosl. Below: Perbaps
the most rational sedamn to in-
balit a 121 -imch wheelbase,

ich its remarkable crap oxidizer tech-

nology, the 300 SDL Turbo is also a die-

sel automobile ingeniously designed o
minimize the phenomenon of “diesel smoke.”

Nor does this diesel concede anything to any other
sedan in terms of pure driving and riding civiliza-
tion. It ranks not close behind bue direcely beside che
420 SEL and 560 SEL as one of the automobile
worlds elite—as a flagship Mercedes-Benz sedan.

Thus the 300 SDL Turbo inhabits the same long
121-inch wheelbase, and enjoys the same smooth
riding qualities and the same sumptuous passenger
space as its gasoline-powered S-Class counterpares.

There is no letup or compromise in its levels of driver
and passenger well-being. This is as comprehensively
well equipped and appointed a sedan as the auto-
motive world knows today.

Selected leather hides cover the two bucket-type
front seats and the rear bench-type sear, the lageer al-
most five feet in width and affording a maximum of
three full feet of legroom.

Both front seats and their head restraines are eleceri-
cally adjustable via controls shaped like tiny scats
and set into the adjacent door panels. A "memory™
f{.'ﬂ[ ure stores and, at a wouch, restores AIy DWW
favorite seating and head restraint combinations for
both front seats. The driver's comfore is furcher

enhanced by an electrically adjustable steering col-
umn integrated into chis “memory” feature.

A comprehensive, fully antomaric climare control
system allows you to set your preferred interior tem-
perature and can then maineain it, year-round. Cabin
ventilation extends to a separate and adjustable outlet
for fresh or conditioned air in che rear sear area. With
its fan set ac high speed, this system can completely
exchange cabin air three rimes per minue.

The 300SDL5s electronic cruise control device is re-
markable for its convenience—you can operate it
without removing your hands from the wheel—and
its operating precision. The normally belted-in driver
can operate vital controls withour having to lunge out
of a normal driving position.

Electric windows, an anti-thefr alarm system whose
protection extends to the radio, three-point central
locking, and an electronic AM and FM stereo radio
with cassette player and four well-placed speakers are
also standard. An electrically activared sliding steel
sunroof, with rear pop-up feature, is optional—bur at
nO eXCra Cost,

Standard also is the Mercedes-Benz Supplemental
Reseraint System (SRS), augmenting the primary
restraint of three-point seat beles for front occupants
with a driver’s-side air bag (concealed in the steering
wheel hub), driver's-side knee bolster, and emergency
tensioning retractors for both front sear beles.

Rigle : Hand-farished and
fisted Lobmane wood adorns
thes conter console, Climate
cemirved can be set onee to
attenatically sairtain the
ICTTor [CRPeTaiNne You
prefer, 12 meniths of the year.
The electronic AM and FM
steren redio with cassette
player is finked to the cars
andi-theft alarm system and
is preprogrammed to reder
:'r.w{f Inapenitive a;l'-ﬁan'f.l'ur_r
v, Far viphi: Capa-
crinis trioede Benearl the
HROSTH . Thorbas e le el
Iralels 15.2 can frof lgpape.

Below: Interior polime mea-
sreres ot frefl 100 crleic feer—
sprrce eneenegh for froe adrdts

din vedarx, Thve car’s superD
epeiet ail craesing speeds, abet-
ted Iy aerndynamic body
elesign and painstaking asem-
by, almaost beltes its vigorons
over-the-vid performance,
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.ah‘-;;'.l'ar.larrr'r:;e from zevo ;u 55 Il chis civilizarion is borne over the road in a to the Mercedes-Benz Anti-lock Braking System

apdy o aenneler 11 seconds 13 ' - T T T 3 ] . b =N

l.ﬁm,, ¢ performance for any !1_| ghl}r. civilized manner. T hi: 3005DL _ (ABS). Wheel lockup in emergency braking is electron-
car: in this almost tsoo-tan lurb:]:-; I::IHJ.'.'I.I'IDL' ﬂﬂd ﬂgl]]‘l’}-’, irs Eh[_.'ﬂ‘l' |:'I':'|.1'.It“]|f'lg i[.:-il-l I}l th“-:lrtcd_hﬂlpi ng PT'ESET\"E driv{:r mn[rﬂ] D‘E- [h[:-
dlivsel seddam, it Is amazing, competence, almost belie its 17-plus feer of overall car, even in sudden hard stops on all surfaces.

Far right, apposite page: Sulb-
standtal car that 11 is, the

300 8D Tirbw slices through

lengeh and its substantial 3,835 1bs of weight.
However advanced, the 300 SDL Turbo is stll a

CHTLES alNg SWitch-Dacks From its cultivated fully independent suspension diesel—and delivers the singular virtues of this remark-
;::{:j};f‘g:};ﬁﬁ}{n;fg{?- system, (o its .l 5-inch forged light-alloy wheels and able form of motive power. Butter-smooth, nearly
ficent comfort that is also 205 65 R13 tires, to its front and rear anti-sway bars silent, as powerful as most gasoline automobiles:
a triee driver’s car. and SHS'}“EESUFELI shock :'IEJSGI'I}L‘['E. this 15 no it 15 the uleimare tribute o Mercedes-Benz' ﬁﬂ:}r—nne
wallowing “luxury” sedan bue a high-performance vears of dedication to the development and produc- wize ko it
Mercedes-Benz sedan. Four dise brakes are linked tion diesel auromobile. CJ :
PERFORMANCE DIMENSIONS SPECIFICATIONS
TORQUE ACCELERATION (4 -Speed Automacic)
LB-FI : ' = 1 R R e .
200 . et . - ’ BODY TYPE 4-Door, 5-Passenger Sedan
I8 : = | v
D ' —— . | , ENGINE TYPE 3.0 Liter, Turbodiesel, In-Line, 6-Cylinder
(44 I | | | | | . L
20 ] | l | [ <3 NET POWER HP/KW @ RPM 143/107 @ 4600
| |5 5‘ | i NET TORQUE LB-FT/N - M (@ RPM 195/265 @ 2400
I | ! | = 612 (H meny———a] | |
L 1700 (U == DISPLACEMENT CU. IN./CM?* 182.8/2996
, COMPEESSION RATIO 22.0:1
TRANSMISSION 4-Speed Automatic with Torque Converter
4 l —— , : - - : : — e . T REAR AXLE RATIO 2.88:1
HORSEPOW ER FUEL CAPACITY: US. GAL-RES./LTRS.-RES. 23.8-3.3/90-12.5
HF
160 TR S e NOTE: Standards used to determine dimensions and measurements given on
130 this panel are listed on the back cover.
D DRAG COEFFICIENT CURB WEIGHT '-:: '1: ':;:':_‘ 298 mm) ‘:::
0 OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT
40
; = 1) e Electric sliding sunroof, with rear Front seats with elecerically operated
— == = ;j;;:_“ pop-up feature (no charge) orthopedic backrests
. Iy =—me—== ; Electrically adjustable rear seat Front seats with reinforced springs
| mertl] | RemeEEl \ Electrically heated front and Meallic painc (no charge)
\ e | "——?Mfa=.rl— fear sears Upholstery, velour (no charge)
szt ey ouem)l | (B | Four-place seating package
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[f there is one driving experience more stimulating
than moving over the road in the Mercedes-Benz
420 SEL, it is moving over the road briskly in the
Mercedes-Benz 420 SEL. Indeed, there may be no
more effective way to cloak a passion for high per-
formance in absolute respectability than behind the
wheel of this extraordinary sedan.

_ The 420 SEL is one of the world's more spacious and
Chetcker tham a mere luxory sedan, more J ¥ E
deeply civilized than aspores sedan, the  splendidly appointed sedans, cradling five occu-
$205EL cpitamiizes the sheer engineering R . 3
integrity of a Mevcedes-Benz sedm. pants within a nearly silent sanctum of upholstered

leather and Zebrano wood and fine-cut velour. Its

comfort, and its long list of driver and passenger amenities, make it
more than a match for the world's most luxurious four-door sedans. But the
420 SEL diverges sharply from conventional luxury sedans the instant all chis

comfort is set in motion.

For example, 1t can lift its almost two tons of automotive solidity from a
standstill to 55 mph in 73 swift seconds. That powerful 4.2-liter V-8
powerplant is engineered to such exalted performance standards that it can
keep the 420 SEL smoothly lapping the test track when the speedometer
needle is registering 130 mph.

Burly and substantial as it is, the 420 SEL is set on a superbly cultivated fully
independent suspension system — complete with front and rear anti-sway bars
and forged light-alloy wheels — it feels as balanced and surefooted as most
Sports cars, even on sports car roads.
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Below; Channels st into ex-
treme windshield edpes are
destgried to intercept nain-
wwter displaced by the wipers
aned rowte it uppard to the
o — anred arccnry from the

stde windows. Below, right:
The 420 SELS sophbisticated

frelly r':r:!':}nrruf:':rt s pension
systemt helps it to lap up
srrrovistly roseels aond all b
genare rongl roads. The

420 in ivs seamie stand's for
4.2 litersand 201 hp of

vivid V-8 performance

nd should you ever need to brake hard on

such a road, even in the rain, its computer-

ized Anti-lock Braking System (ABS)—
linked to its four-wheel disc brake system—is there
to help ensure a balanced, surefooted stop.

In sum, the automotive world may have never de-
vised a more discreet way to vent a zeal for serious
driving than this mighty Mercedes-Benz Hagship
sedan—the 420 SEL.

The propulsion unit thar moves this moving network
of high technology i1s a 4.2-liter, light-alloy V-8 rated
at 201 hp at 5200 rpm and generating 228 Ib-fr of
torque at 3600 rpm—hgures that would not be mis-
placed in a high-performance sporting machine. The
420 SEL delivers its power strongly and in something
close to silence, In passing emergencies, you may be
reassured to see the speedometer needle rise so fase
with so little pressure on the accelerator pedal.

Fuel is metered o the cylinders by a unique KE 111
elecero=-mechanical injection system, a "bele and sus-
penders” concept thar exploits the speed and pre-
asion of electronics to fine -tune engine operation—
but is essentially mechanical in operation. Blending
high efficiency and high reliabilicy,

The 420 SEL exemplifies the disciplined use of elec-
tronic technology. There are no Rashing dashboard
gizmos; eleceronics are used for more vital purposes.
To fine-tune fuel injection and ignition timing. To

activate the ABS system, To trigger deployment of
the driver's-side air bag and front scat belt emergency
tensioning retractors of the Supplemental Restraint
System (SRS), in the event of a major frontal impact.

Designed to augment the basic restraine of front
three-poing seat beles, SRS is of course standard
equipment in this automobile.

Meanwhile, the 420 SELs levels of interior comfort
define the difference between merely passing the
time en route and actively savoring it.

A 121-inch wheelbase, the longest currently in pro-
duction by Mercedes-Benz, affords three full feet of
legroom in a bench-type rear scat almost five feet
wide. Toral passenger volume: 100 cu. fr.

Front sears and even the front head restraints are
elecerically adjusrable, as is the fore and aft position
of the steering wheel. The driver can program the
precise steering wheel, seat and head restraint posi-
tions he prefers into an electronic “memory” unit and
later recall them with a rouch. A similar memory
unit serves the co-dniver’s secat and head restraine.

Constant cabin temperature will be maintained au-
tomatically the year round by the 420 SEL fully
automatic climate control system; just dial, and set
your preferred interior climate once and it will
remain constant. You are unlikely to feel thar any
important driver or passenger amenity is lacking.

Ripht: Drtver and co-driver
accupy sumpiieonsly shaped
and deeply padded individ-
J'Il':l'lII Seiils, H'Fl‘l.l'l!ul.lrf.r[']"l'.'-l'ulr J:]'I
featirer. Inpentons controls set
imte edacent door panefs
permit precise adfistment of
Dotk seats aned head re-
strints, The driver can alio
aelfrst the fore-aued-aft posi-
tian of the steering wheel

fo siert his or ber taste. And
witlr a built-in memory
ﬁ.‘ﬂ"l’ﬂ".. 1.“??;-"!"1'5‘.'!’ ﬂ"{-lr .Irﬂ'l'li'il'
recall any two preferred
camfinations of stecring
‘i.i-';?l:‘l'.']l. 2Tl :TJ‘HJI .l!.l'i'-rl'ﬂl -
staing pasition,

Below: Exterior rearview
mrfrrar is set within a bonsing
actodynamically thaped o
J'J:'.lllf.: ntininiree wind roie—
and fo divert swirling non
water away from the miveor
face, It is binged to fold away
froner ant drpract, not only
from alvead but froms bebind,

Belowe right: Thick-rimmed
steering wheel i designed 1o
provide a clear view of the
mtaint dy fUTRg RSP HTHCIS,
Concealed within i1s b s
the drivers-side air bag of
the Mercedes- Benz Supple-
arental Resiraint System
(SR8), wwhich alse inclwdes a
driveris-side knee bolster and
CIMETRERCY lenstoming retnac-
irm:ﬁr Both front sear beles,
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LB-FT
240
220
2
180
60

HP
300

24
15
L2
G}
1

PERFORMANCE

TORQUE

HOBSEPOWER

comfortable pounding over the back roads and por-
holed sereets of the world as it is cruising along the
Aurobahns and Incerstates of the world. It makes
mere “luxury” sedans seem rame, indeed.

here are no fewer than six armrests ficted in

the interior, including plump, folding ones

berween the frone seats and dividing the rear
seat. The driver enjoys a left footrest as well—a real
blessing in prolonged highway cruising. There are
rwo conventional large sun visors and a thied, smaller
central one. Fitred into each of the two large ones is
an illuminared vanicy mirror.

But the 420 SELs mose vivid and lasting traic is is
pure performance, lending chis suave five-passenger
sedan a delightful dual personalicy. In an age when
so many high-performance automobiles seem to link
a taste for serious driving with a tasee for automotive
exhibitionism, the 420 SEL stands refreshingly—
and magnificently—alone. []

Meanwhile, the 420 SEL is as scruccurally rigd and
as durabilicy-minded as every Mercedes-Benz auto-
mobile must be. It is a sedan designed o be as

ACCELERATION (4-5peed Auromaric)

TURNING CIRCLE

DRAG COEFFICIENT CURB WEIGHT

Riaht: Mercedes-Bews
body desipn §s poverned fry
the search for functional
efficiency; one resilt isa
striking alsence of excess
brighswork and decoration;
another isavery low 0,37
coefficient of aerodynamic
v The photo o the page
apposite shows the wiper
f!.ffl‘r!l.l'l.l :';Jn:'.l'.l erJ'.lrul:l_ll':'Fi' ;Jq'cér!'-
J':rrrrp; rivelivical bead-
famr .'.."r:.-:.l'.l.:'r'v;:i.lm:f.lrr'r.l'.l:'r
aidd to driving vistbility in
foand wweatber conditions.

DIMENSIONS
!
e
1

= 81 i 15SEemml |
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— _ 601 n (9527 me ~
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SPECIFICATIONS

{T‘ !I.'|

T oy
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BODY TYPE

4-Door, 5-Passenger Sedan

ENGINE TYPE

4.2 Liter, Gasoline, V-8

NET POWER HP/KW (@ RPM

201/150 @ 5200

NET TORQUE LB-FT/N - M (@ RPM

228/310 (@ 3600

DISPLACEMENT CUL IN. /CM?

256.0/4196

COMPRESSION RATIO

90:1

TRANSMISSION

4=5peed Auromartic wich Torque Convercer

REAR AXLE RATIO

2471

FUEL CAPACITY U.S. GAL-RES./LTRS.-RES.

23.8-3.3/90-12.5

NOTE: Srandards used o determine dimensions and measurements given on
this panel are listed on the back cover.

OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT

Eleceric shding sunroof, wich rear
pop-up feature (no charge)
Elecerically adjustable rear seac
Electrically heared frone and
[CAL SEArs
Four-place seating package

Frone seats with elecerically operared
orthopedic backrests

Front scats with reintorced springs

Limited slip differential

Mertallic paine (no charge)

Upholstery, velour (no charge)
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No other Mercedes-Benz sedan moves as quickly or
so smoothly over the road, or cossets its occupants in
such deep physical and psychological well-being, as
the flagship sedan presented at right.

The 560 SEL can be simply defined as the most
capable sedan Mercedes-Benz has yet built—the ul-
timate highway car, on virtually any highway in
e A o T the u.'lt'yrld. T[I‘I'I.': idea .{}f_ 1.-'t:r5'ariI_it}-' has seldom been
e TSk A erene con- ussu::um:-:__i with the idea of a four- door sedan of
as the sworld's most ambitious sedan. the premier rank before—but it is central to this re-
markable automobile. Thus, the 560 SEL can serve
with equal distinction as an alternative to the traditional corporate limousine;
as a high-performance touring car; and in the varying roles demanded of a
family sedan in the eighties and beyond.

The 560 SEL is mounted on a 120.9-in. wheelbase —creating one of the
longest and roomiest layouts of any current production sedan. Its interior di-
mensions are accordingly very generous; chis is a grand five-passenger auto-
mobile. Rear-seat legroom, hiproom and headroom are especially notable.
Each rear door is more than three feet wide ac its widest point, easing entry
and exit. The 560 SELs rear deck lid opens to reveal a generous, flac-
floored, carpeted rectangular 15.2-cu. ft. trunk.

At over two tons, this is a substantial automobile —and from its all-welded
monocoque steel structure outward, substantially buile. But in no sense is it
bulky. Its superb fore and aft balance, its lack of excessive front and rear
overhang, its cultivated fully independent suspension system and its precise
driving controls, make the 560 SEL a gratifyingly maneuverable car.
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Crormerrnes e 15 pronile oof vach
watlnnd baeed oae the 5650
SEL s conder comsnde aned ofip-
where in e calein, Bottom:
Clean aned elepant exterior
destgn £s fikedy po still food:
e fong after cars styled for
fashiem baoe aped,

TEM| RN A

e

erpentine roads are devoured wich achleric

grace. This 15 one Hagship that will not piech or

wallow through the corner and feels complecely
unfluscered in vigorous driving. Meanwhile, your
passengers may be blisstully unaware as to just how
briskly you are motoring, The 560 SEL is very quick—
and very surcfoored on all driving surfaces.

les heare 1s a mechanical giane beating in near silence:
a 5.6-liter, 238 horsepower hight-alloy V=8 engine
powerful enough o move this big, burly automobile
trom zero to 35 mph in Liccle more than seven sec-
onds. In sustained cruising, perhaps only a corporare
jet feels smoocher,

A torque-compensating rear axle and himiced-shp
differential help maximize ethaent transfer of engine
power to the road, while minimizing wheelspin, A
hydropneumaric rear axle compensating device helps
the 560 SEL stay level nding chrough ditfering load

capacity conditions,

Braking is by four-wheel discs, with the 11.8-inch-
diamerer trone discs vennlaced o beceer resise heae
buildup in sustained hard use, Sudden stops on

all surfaces acrivare the Mercedes-Benz Anrti-lock
Braking Systern (ABS5), an extraordinary computer-
regulated technology designed tw help prevent
wheel lockup and skidding—and help retain che
steering control—in emergency braking,

The 560 SEL inevicably invices comparison wich some

of the world's foremost luxury sedans. It helps define
this remarkable machine char its designers would
most eagerly point not o the “luxury look™ of ies
body—but to the fact that its coefhicient of aerody-

: : . . o
namic drag is a mere (.36, And thar such funcrional
virtues as aerodynamic etheiency never fall our of seyle.

Functional design in the service of human efficiency
marks the entire interior layout. The Mercedes-Benz
divergence from luxury-car norms is clear—and
wholeheartedly refreshing.

The instrument panel, the cencral console and an
overhead panel present the driver with a comprehen-
sive battery of almost 30 different funcrions. So
ergonomically intelligent 15 their design and place -
ment that cach can be activated by the normally
belted-in driver withour awkwardly shifring his or
her body in any direction.

Front and rear seacs are leacher-upholstered, irmly
padded and contoured to cradle your body. (An
extra-cost option marches coupe-seyle front bucker
seats with twin rear coupe-seyle bucket seats, indi-
vidually adjustable by electric controls,) The standard
bench-type rear seat glides forward or rearward at
the touch of an electric control, simultaneously vary-
ing the backrest angle,

Front and rear seats are electnically warmed via

individual front and rear rocker switches thar allow
you to selece cicher of two hear levels.

-

M .'l;';".'.' The cafrin of the
SEOAEL it fitted with virtu-
afly every driver and pas-
senger amenity in the exiem-
s Mercedes- Bere reper-
todre. Front and rear seats are
clectrically beated; Hh rear
area affords such though ful
CORTERIEOrE 25 verrosae
foot rests and an adinstable
ventilation comsole. The
bencly portton of the rear seat
areed botdr fronel seats—amed
their e restmints—are
clectrically adjustalle, as is
the steering wheel,

Below: I’:T.I!.r.-r‘n:c the ultinate
hipheey car on virfpally any
brighrcay fre the world, The
cxdlted F:'FJI';'.'F.I'H:E:'H'P LTt s
stits the 360 SEL sedan for
rse ot the bigh-specd aio-
rouites af Errope ranslates
o massive reserocs of
porwer and resporsiLeness

i ony 53 miph ciorld,
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ore and aft sceering wheel position, the front

seats and the front sear head restraings are all

electrically adjusrable to remarkable degrees of
pPrecision. A two-position “memory” permits you o
store and automatically recrieve the exact combin-
arion of positions you favor, should someone have
changed chem in che interim.

The fully aucomaric climare conerol system allows you
to set your preferred interior temperature once and
then can maintain it automarically, vear-round, A sep-
arate adjustable outlet serves che rear seat area.

PERFORMANCE

TORQUE ACCELERATION (4-5peed Automaric)

The AM and FM stereo radio with cassecte player is

a highly sophisticated electronic unit. It is integrated
with the car’s buile-in anti-theft alarm system; fur-
ther, the radio is programmed to automacically render
itself inoperative if forcibly removed.

Finally, the Mercedes-Benz Supplemental Reseraine
Systern (SRS)—augmenting the basic restraint of
front chree-point seat beles, incorporating a driver's-
side air bag and knee bolscer, and emergency ten-
sioning retractors for both frone seat beles—is alsoa
standard 360 SEL item. []
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Right: Fromt bumper blends
inte an acrodynamic spailer,

Fi .lr.r.l Tri¢ .!J'.Il,.I fr‘r.lr”'q .l.'r!I i’:rh“’rﬁ
at bigher cruising speede. Far
r:'_u,-ﬁn: S605EL accelensies to
55 mph from a standsuifl in
fess than 7 seconds, Oppesite
page photo: Even the rear
window frmme serves another
vital function—it incorporates
spectal groeves to rowle rifr-
water streaming off the roaf
away from the tail lamps,

DIMENSIONS SPECIFICATIONS

BODY TYPE

4-Door, 5-Passenger Sedan

ENGINE TYFPE

5.6 Liter, Gasoline, V-8

il B, T i, (1 B3N] P -—"'-PJ

NET POWER HP/KW (@ RPM 238/178 (w 4800
NET TORQUE LB-FT/N - M (@ RPM 287390 (@ 3500
DISPLACEMENT CU. IN. /CM? 338.5/5547
COMPRESSION RATIO 9.0:1

srae | ﬂ}% TRANSMISSION 4-Speed Automatic with Torque Converter
Feriiliy dartiriiA S A i) =, e ——
iﬂ?':éﬂ-'—;fi- — "'E"E‘Ef'{::ﬁ.;.yr ,ff =i i 1 REAR AXLE RATIO 247:]
| — i — -
% N -—I~—:,;::r_;l, ;;’;:_:_ FUEL CAPACITY U.S. GAL-RES./LTRS-RES. 23.8-3.3/20-12.5

this panel are listed on the back cover.
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OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT

Four-place seating package
Front seats with elecrrically operared
orthopedic backrests
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MOTE: Standards used o determine dimensions and measurements Eiven on

Front seats with reinforced springs
Metallic paint (no charge)
Upholstery, velour (no charge)



Generating a massive 227 horsepower from its
5.6-licer light-alloy V-8 engine, this 560 SL ranks
as the mightiest in the series’ 33-year history.

But raw power is not its style. Pressure on the throt-
tle pedal instantly summons a seamlessly smooth
and near silent flow of energy; you are as likely to
hear the sounds of the tires’ road contact as the
sound of the engine at cruising speeds. At 55 mph

The Mercedes-Benz of sports cars: the ; - : : .
560 L combines heart-pounding per- 10 tOP gear, the engine 1s almost lazily revving

formance with comfort and solidiey.

The vesielt s wot only svigquee; it s classic., lﬂ'"-"-" 1N 1ts rp”] mngf-

Yet 227 horsepower i1s 227 horsepower. The sudden need for passing power
musters sudden, stirring torque and horsepower reserves. Combined with that
soothing quiet is lightning quickness. But Mercedes-Benz refuses to build
mere hot rods; the 560 SLs formidable engine performance is matched by a
chassis, suspension and braking system designed to accommodate it.

The car plants itself solidly on the road with a track almost five feet wide. Its
chunky 205/65 VR15 tires are mounted on 15-inch light-alloy rims. A taut
eight-foot wheelbase and all-independent suspension, with torque-compen-
sating rear axle and a limited-slip differential, help generate impressive power
delivery. “For a V-8 engined luxury roadster weighing more than a ton and a
half," it has been written of the SL, “it is absurdly agile.” Agile enough,
according to Road & Track’s figures, to outperform even the superb Porsche
928S through the pylons in a slalom test.
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Belew: Forged light-alloy
wheels, with aerodynam-
scally smooth disclike facings
and doteed Jor extra brake
cooling, are standard, Below
Right: One acoantape of this
fosr-speed automatic trans-

marssion 15 105 versaliliey:
Yo catrt ahisft 5t at il fl_r
hand, manual- fashion,
sesing a manyal-style lever
mering throwgh a stepped
pate—and upshifting

or dewnshifting by feed.

canwhile, the 560 SL pads over bumps and

attenuartes the jolts of potholes with supple

case, defying the old dogma thar handling
mancuverability must certainly exact a cost in the
form of niding harshness,

Braking is by four-wheel discs, linked to the
Mercedes-Benz Anti-lock Braking System (ABS), a
computer-modulated means of preventing wheel
lockup—and thus helping the driver retain steering
control—in sudden hard braking on all surfaces.

The driving resule of all chis technological intelligence

15 perhaps unique in the motoring world woday:

a close-coupled machine of sporting spirit versatile
L".I'!lJLIj_-_‘,"I'I [0 IMAasicT Eil"lil."“'}' mountain f[:lildfn. Arnow-
straight Interstare seretches, and unpaved counery
lanes with equal case.

As such, it personifies the traditional definition of
a graw furismo or grand touring automobile as a
car capable of conveying two persons plus luggage
on long trips in comfort—ar sporting levels of
exceprional performance.

The 560 SLs versarility is amplified by the face chae
it is, in effect, three grand wuring cars in one: you
can enjoy thar performance in an open roadster, 2
soft-top convertible coupe, and a hardtop coupe.
Raising and lowering the sofe top is a simple one-
person operation, and it stows out of sight in its own
compartment. The metal hardtop fits in place as

snugly as if it were custom made—perhaps because
it is. Its glass rear window is electrically defrosted,

The interior 15 roomy, padded., and sumptuously
comfortable. There may be no more livable environ-
ment for ewo in the motoring world oday.

You and your passenger are firmly cradled in deep,
lecather-upholstered bucket seats adjustable even for
height. The steering wheel is well positioned for a
sporting driving style, and designed to afford a dear

view of the speedometer/tachometer directly ahead.

e o 80 top- a0
1 roacdster. Beforw: Leather-
steveed bucket-1ype seats

ally operated
sidle windows, a frlly auto-
nuatic cltmate control sy
aned electronic AM and FM
steves wtd o witdy caselie
plaver typifly standard eqnip-
ment. Inclusion of the Sup-
Plemeatal Restraint §
(SRS —inclwding .
sfele iy Ivag and fenee bo
ardd emergency tensioning
retrectors for both fromt sear
f::-x"r::—r}?:r'f.":'.-' tJ.:«.-:-:_,r":-r -
miineleedness of Mereedes




MERCEDES-BENZ

S5-CLASS

560 5L COUPE/ROADSTER

PERFORMANCE

TORQUE

sturdy shift knob nexr o your righe leg con-

nects with the four-speed automaric trans-

mission with torque converter, You can leave
it in the automaric mode or slip chrough che gears
manual-fashion, via a precisely notched gare chat
allows crisp and positive shifring,

A fully auromaric climace conerol system, AM and

FM stereo radio with casserre player and two speakers,
elecrric windows, eleccronic cruise control, chree-
point central locking system and a buile-in anti-theft
alarm system—exrending o the radio—are all

ACCELERATION (4 -5peed Auromaric)

standard. The floor, cransmission tunnel and rear
storage area are carpeted in plush fine-cut velour,

Concealed within the steering wheel hub is an air
bag—part of the Mercedes-Benz Supplemental
Restraint System (SRS), which also includes a
driver’s-side knee bolster and emergency rension-
ing retractors for both seat beles.

Thus, the 560 SL—a fusion of sporting spiric and
Mercedes-Benz integrity. And as such, withour rival

in the automotive world
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TURNING CIRCLE

DRACy COEFFICIENT

. CD VALUE 043
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Right: The 360 5L light-alloy
§5.6-iter V-8 generates 227

.I!J'If} il o fl_'-if-!r;r{'.{;' TR T ETEEE
of 138 mph, but its turbine-
Iike smoothess may be as
impressive o fis speed. t isa
n;lrn*sfu'u_-;:{r sweel-tempered
sporiing machine—docile,
tractalble, as pleasant to

FI ACTSS DO (5 0TS
America. Oppasite photo:
The most powerful pro-
drection 3. in the 33-year
history of the breed.
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SPECIFICATIONS

BODY TYPE 2-Dwoor, 2-Passenger Coupe/Roadster

ENGINE 5.6 Liter, Gasoline, V-8

NET POWER HP/KW (@ RPM 227/170 (@ 4750

NET TORQUE LB-FT/N - M (@ RPM 279/380 (@ 3250

DISPLACEMENT CU. IN. /CM* 338.5/5547

COMPRESSION RATIO 9.0:1

TRANSMISSION 4-Speed Automaric with Torque Converrer

REAR AXLE RATIO 2.47:1

FUEL CAPACITY US. GAL-RES./LTRS-RES. 22.5-3.0/85-11.5

NOTE: Standards used t determine dimensions and measurements given on
this panel are listed on the back cover.

OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT

Sears with manually operared
orthopedic backrests
Standard paint, two-tone (no charge)

Electrically heated sears
Metallic paint, one-tone (no charge)
Metallic paint, two-tone (no charge)



This limited-production sporting coupe is design-
ed to deeply immerse its four occupants in driving
civilization. Engineered into the 560 SEC Coupe,
in fact, are standards of comfort and quiet and
spaciousness virtually indistinguishable from the
flagship Mercedes-Benz sedans you have encoun-
tered in the preceding pages of this brochure.

But also engineered into this suave two-door coupe
The 560 5EC Coupe s a limited-produc- . . .
tion awtomobile of seeminglyuntimited 15 high performance —in every sense of the term:
e b e eresn, g engine output and response; high ha_nfiling _
and roadholding skills; high driving precision; high
braking efficiency, even in extremes. And all that comfort and performance
are incorporated into a 3,890-1b. machine engineered to stringent Mercedes-

Benz standards of solidity, durability and practicality.

The end result is not only a sporting coupe “of staggering range and versatili-
ty, as Car and Driver has defined the SEC, but a sporting coupe unique in
the automotive world today.

At 238 horsepower, the 560 SEC'’s 5.6-liter light-alloy V-8 is one of the most
powerful production engines extant. It is perhaps one of the least obtrusive as
well—so smoothly well-balanced, so whispery quiet, that its functioning is
barely perceptible at normal cruising speeds. Yet accelerative energy is exhil-
arating. The need for sudden passing power, at almost any speed, is instanta-
neously met. The car is designed to cruise steadily at double the U.S. speed
limit, so that driven at a legal 55 mph, it seems to comfortably loaf.
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MERCEDES-BENZ
5-CLASS

560SEC COUPE

Below: Special 112-inch
wheelbase chassis promotes
agility withont cramping
passengers. Right: Instru-
MEENLE eareed ::mi!mfs E'II.I‘.I!.I’I.'

ergonomic intelligence.
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he 560 SEC 1s designed to move as confi-

dently through the corners as in a straight

line. Note thar its fully independent suspen-
sion is augmented by a torque-compensating device
at the rear axle, and by a limired-slip differential,
The front and rear anti-sway bars, forged lighe-alloy
7] x 15 H2 wheels mounting 205/65 VR 15 radial-
ply tires, and dual-chambered, gas-pressurized
shock absorbers are all standard. High-performance
handling, indecd.

The ride is supple and unflappable. The SEC “ignores
bad pavement,” in Car and Driver’s pithy phrase, "as
if it were a destroyer crossing a sailboart’s wake.”

Four-wheel disc brakes are linked o the one techno-
logical element chat could make them more effective
yet: the Mercedes-Benz Anti-lock Braking System
(ABS), electronically activated prevention of wheel
lockup in sudden hard braking—on all surfaces.
And a major rechnological aid vo driving control.

From steering o shifting to braking, driver controls
are precise and direct; no luxury-car numbness.
The S60SEC’ four-speed automaric transmission’s
ingenious shift gare lets you move from gear to gear
in crisp steps, manual-style,

You and chree passengers inhabit 87.6 cubic feer of
interior space. After entering che car and taking cheir
sears, the driver and front passenger are served their
seat belts by an elecrrically motorized arm. The steer-

ing column, both front seats and their head restraints
are all elecerically adjustable. A built-in memory
feature lets the front seat passengers preset and recall
any two favorite positions.

The cabin is uncluttered, yet almost every conceivable
creature comfort is provided. These include elec-
tronic cruise control, a fully automatic climate con-
trol system, three-point central locking system,
eleceric windows, with AM and FM stereo radio with
cassette player and four speakers. An electric sliding
sunroof, with rear pop-up feature, is standard.

v

Flambe: Forer-claw trroed,
Srimmed No sooner do you
wrzie mm place bebind the
wiewd and trrn on the
spmstzom than both youwand
yoser co-driver are served
vourr seat belts by an electric
extender system. Front seats
and bead restraints and the
steering wheel are all elec-
rrically adjstable. A two-
position memory feature
allows driver and co-driver
to set and recall any two
frvored seating positions;

the drivers-side memory
function includes the steering
wibeel position. Seats are
spbolstered in your choice of
leather or velour or suede-
(ke amaretta,

Below: Individual bucker-
type seals ave fitted in the rear
a5 well. Note plump folding
center armrest. The fromt seat-
backs are normally locked

in place with the engine run-
ning; to facilitate entry and
exit for thote in the rear, the
seatbacks awtomatically
srlock whenever either door
i opened. The door tself is
very wide to enhance acoess
to the rear seat area.

Below right: Smoothly
sculpied S605EL shape reg-

isters an acrodynamic drag
coefficient of anly 0,35,




MERCEDES-BENZ
S5-CLASS

560SEC COUPE

wo forms of protection against the vicis-

situdes of life deserve mention: an exwensive

anti-theft alarm system, whose protection
extends to the radio; and the Mercedes-Benz Supple-
mental Restraing System, or SRS, The latter—sup-
plementing the basic restraint of front three-point
scat belts—includes a driver's-side air bag and knee
bolster, and emergency tensioning retractors for both
front seat belts, and is meant to be automarically

solutions. For example, both exterior mirrors are
electrically defrosted when the outside temperature
approaches freezing, Each halogen headlamp is firced
with its own wiper and washer, Even the windshield
washer nozzles on the hood are thermostarically
heated o prevent freeze-up.

Workmanship and finish, inside and our, epitomize
the absolute Mercedes-Benz intolerance for mediocriry.

“A darge, lusty amtomobile of
stagpering sge ard versa-
eefity,” Car and Diriver s
termed the SEC l'.'r.r.r:‘m Tl
sheer physical well-being

ef SEONEC rrroed s exceeded
in pleasire only by the car’s
exhilarating vver-the-road
performance, fostered by
one of the most adwanced -
ot mast responsive—large
V-8 production engines of

eriggered within a fraction of a second in event of a As the 560 SEC Coupe ¢pitomizes the Mercedes- the crrrent ena,
major frontal impact. The importance of good driver Benz tradition of high technology in the Service of
visibility led the designers to some very ingenious high driving civilization, []
PERFORMANCE DIMENSIONS . SPECIFICATIONS
i TORQUE ACCELERATION (4-Speed Automaric)
300 . BODY TYPE 2-Door, 4=Passenger Sport Coupe
2l
zn: ENGINE TYPE 5.6 Liter, Gasoline, V-8
= NET POWER HP/KW (@ RPM 238/178 @ 4800
NET TORQUE LB-FT/N - M (@ RPM 287/390 (@ 3500
L= e | DISPLACEMENT CU, IN,/CM! 338,5/5547
COMPRESSION RATIO Q21
TRANSMISSION 4-5Speed Automaric with Torque Converter
G : : REAR AXLE RATIO 2.47:1
L] | P ! 4 s H 9 1k 11 I | 4 15
HORSEPOW ER FUEL CAPACITY: US. GAL-RES /LTRS-RES, 23.8-3.5/40-12.5
HP
o v g NOTE: Standards used o derermine dimensions and measurements given on
240 AR AT LR this panel are listed on the back cover.
150 DRAG COEFFICIENT CURB WEIGHT
1 ’//'\__ OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT
P - : : .
o r w—ED VALUE 0.35/ /= E— JF —= o Front scats with elecerically operated Merallic paint (no charge)
|_~. oy W4 = e orthopedic backrests Rear head restraines
5;“'9-, |" | i L 1 a W :ﬁ | Front seats with reinforced springs Upholstery, velour (no charge)
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FOURTEEN MERCEDES-BENZ MODELS FOR
1987-THE WIDEST CHOICE IN HISTORY

el in this brochure represent a
prive cechnology—bast only 2
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