SWEDEN 1977-1981

Solid Swedish virtues are sometimes woven into something other than
a sedan or wagon at Volvo. The 262C coupe had style, but its real appeal
was that it was hand built by the Italian coachbuilder Bertone.

is always lively, although the chassis gives a firm ride
and the car lacks the agility of rivals.
That said, the 262C does have many
endearing qualities. The V6 engine
hustles it along at a fair pace, there’s a

150 Ib-ft at : 2 : :

2,750 rpm reassuring feeling of quality, and noise
‘.3'120 Ibs. levels are always kept well in check.
‘lﬂﬂ 20 mpg Although the uncompromisingly black

1}3 14.700 interior gives the cabin a claustrophobic
T feel, the 262C’s controls are well located.

NUMBER 60

Produced by
Volvo Car Corporation,
Gothenburg, Sweden

“...many endearing qualities.”

“This coupe is mechanically identical to the standard Volvo 260 sedan,
and so behaves in very much the same way. That means performance




Uniform color scheme

Almost all 262Cs are painted silver
with a black vinyl roof and matching
leather interior. Some later cars were
gold with a brown interior.
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Swedish solidity and Italian craft combined in the unusual but Contrary to popular Beller, the 262¢
controversially-styled Volvo 262C. Its price tag—twice that was not styled by Bertone but is the
of a 260 sedan—was partially justified by its exclusivity. ;‘;‘:L':ng{igg'}'ﬁ;tJS:rth,:'ggvigsr‘ihZhe
stylist comes from the Bertone badge
on the body, but the Italians just
built the cars.

Low roof line

The 262C straddles the two domains of chunky safety
and stylish sportiness. It is essentially the same as the 264
from the waist down, and from the waist up it has a
steeply raked windshield and narrow windows.

Safety features I Live rear axle |
Volvo has always been a leader in safety Unusually for a European luxury car of
measures. It pioneered the use of three-point this era, the rear axle is a solid beam.

seat belt mounts and side impact protection, Most cars of the time have a more

both of which feature on the 262C. sophisticated independent suspension

system, and the Volvo suffers as a result.

Plush cabin

Perhaps the 262C’s best feature is its sumptuous

four-seater interior, which is very dark thanks to the fat
C-pillars and hand-stitched, pleated Connolly leather
upholstery. Air-conditioning, electric windows, cruise
control, elm veneer door trim and front
head restraints are standard.




Alloy wheels

The 262C was the first Volvo to be sold
with standard alloy wheels. The design
chosen is an elegant BMW-style multi-
spoke type. As the 5.5-inch wide wheels
are only 14 inches in diameter, the tires
are high-profile 185/70s.

TRANSMISSION
BODY/CHASSIS

SPECIAL FEATURES




Rear-wheel drive
with a live axle

Three-speed automatic
transmission

Four-wheel
disc brakes

Lightweight V6

Aluminum block

Joint development s

In the mid-1970s Volvo began g
cooperating with Renault on a number

of projects, the most important of
which was the development of a new
V6 engine. Peugeot was the third
partner in this engineering alliance. The
result is a fine 2.7-liter V6 engine with
one overhead camshaft per bank of
cylinders, lightweight aluminum block >
and Bosch electronic fuel injection. In ﬁ
1980 the engine’s bore was taken out to

3.58 inches, increasing capacity to 2,849
cc and power to 155 bhp.

2,849 ccin
final form

The 262C is the most collectible Volvo from the 1970s.

122 mih 9.7 sec.
119 mih 10.6 sec.

sea 109 mph 11.1 sec.

VALUE GuIDE

ORIGINAL PRICE
1978 $14,700
CURRENT VALUE

$2,500-$6,500
PRODUCTION TOTAL

3,878 Ibs.

Tried and tested

The 262C shares its
underpinnings with the
= rest of the Volvo
260 family. The
basic package
dates back to
1966, when the
144 was launched.
Eight years later the
240/260 series brought a
new front end of MacPherson struts in
place of wishbones, but the old rear-
driven, live rear axle set up was kept
unchanged. Four-wheel disc brakes
confirm Volvo’s reputation for safety.

Bosch electronic
fuel injection

155 bhp,
170 Ib-ft in
final form

A breed apart

The boxy 260 series of sedans
and station wagons could
hardly be described as
collectible, but the 262C
coupe is different, due to its
very high specification and
exclusivity. Its high original
price and two-door body
justify the relatively high
values that it demands today.
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