


Constructed around a backbone of racing experience . . .
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Years of painstaking design, research and experience have
reached their spectacular conclusion In the production of
tha Lotus Elan, Even to the untrained eye the sleek and
crisp styling of the glassfibre-reinforced-plastic coach-
work immediately creates the Impression of a beautifully
balanced motor car. Compact yet spacious, fast but also

quiat and doclle, suparbly finished and aquipped
butlow in price, The Lotus Elan represents o great
an advance In sports cor design as to be unique.
From it precision enginearad twin overhead
camshaft engine to its tunctional foam filled bumpers this
car portrays a totally new outlook In automotive angineering.
Numescous fsatures of the Lotus Elan are Indirectly con-
celved from its renowned sister — the Lotus Elite — and
backed by the design resources of teday's most successiul
manufacturer of specialised performance cars, Lotus
present a sale, proven, economical and unbeliovably
exciting sports car well worthy of the reputation which has
made the Margue world famous,







ste p Full length, wide opening doors give

ease of entry for driver and passenger,
= - The compact form of the Lotus
' n s l d e Elan belles the well appointed

spacious interior with fully adjustable, deep squab-shaped
bucket seats for driver and passenger, plus occasional
seating for a child. Alternatively, this space will accom-
modate a carry-col. Sliding side windows, precise door
locks, glove compartment and map pockets are further
foatures of the Elan's interior design.

The sloping bonnet provides
completely unobstructed
vision of the rond ahead, A
glance at tha Instruments is
all that is needed to obtain
accurate readings. A longer
look reveals elegant, senaibly
placed Iinstrumentation with
all controls within easy reach
of the driver on the weather resistant oiled teak facia panel,
which Is itself a structural member of the car. The bennetis
released by two pull controls on the facia thus avolding the
necessily to unfasten the safety harness when oil and
water lovels are being checked, Provision Is made for a very
powerful fresh air type heater/demister unit to ensure
maximum comfort In all climates.
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Considerable thought has heen applied to
the placing of the seats in relation to drivers
of varying heights. With the seat in its
furthest forward position the squab |s at its
highest paint and the backrost more upright,
in the rearward positions the squab Is lower
and the backrest slightly teclining. This
systom onsures clear vision of the road
ahead, and perfect accessibility for foot
pedals and controls,
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The engine of the Lotus Elan is a completel
yat it has combined traditional Ford relia
running costs with the brilllant and exclusi
overhead camshaft light alioy cylinder head

in international motor compaetition. The Lot
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Absolutely
precise steering
and road holding
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The roadholding, steering and braking qualities of Lotus
cars are already legendary in the world of motoring.
Designed and developed by the Lotus design team, led by
Colin Chapman, the chassis and suspension of the Lotus
Elan derive many inherent characteristics from Lotus Sports
and Formula One racing cars. Although the Lotus Elan is
not a racing car, the inbuilt qualities of reliable braking
power combined with high speed controlability under all
conditions, certainly contribute to the car's high safety
factor,

The heart of the Lotus Elan is an immensely strong
and torsionally stiff welded steel backbone chassis, Fully
independent load compensating wishbone/collspring sus-
pension s employed on all four wheels and braking Is by
hydraulically operated calipers on 8¢ inch diameter discs
on the front wheels; the 10 inch diameter rear discs are of
Lotus design. Telescopic shock absorbers, rubber cushion-
ed drive and suspension mountings provide incredibly
smooth and vibration free motoring on all types of road
surface. Highly responsive rack and pinion steering is
employed, and the column is of the fully adjustable collap-
slble type. The transmission contains a four speed gearbox
with synchromesh on all four forward ratios. Regular
chassis greasing points have been eliminated on the Lotus
Elan, cutting considerably the costs of routine servicing.



CHASSIS SPECIFICATION

Chassis Welded stoel backbone type, folly rust prooked,
Front Sespension Unegual longth wishbones, Indepen-
dent, coil spnnp telescopic shock absorbers

Rear Suspension Fully independont, by wide based
wishbanes, coll springs and teflascepic shock absorbers
Brahes Hydraulically aperated calipers on §§ inch diameter
disces on frant wheels, 10 inch diamater discs On reas
Hana brake oparating on rear wheels anly

Gearbox Four lorward speeds and reverse. Synchromesh

on all forward ratios. Ol capacity *f imp, pints (31 U.S,
pinta, 099 litres)

Final Drive Chassis mounted hypold unit, sound in-
sulmied, O eapacity 2 imp. pints (24 U.S, pints, 113 Mares),

Steering Fack and pinion, with 1descop'c and collapsible
Mesting columa, Opbonal right of Seft hand drive, 13 lnch
diameter dinhed wood-rimmed steering whaeel, 2§ turas
lock to lock

Wheels 13 inch diameter special Lotus high speed
preseed steol Four stud fuing, Beight metal hod caps.

Tyren 5202 13,




Retractable Headlamps

To facilitate a lower wing line, giving uninterrupted vision of the
1o0d ahead 1o within a few feot fram the front of the car, a
relractable headtamp aystom has been dovised. Each headlamp
is coupled to a vacuum cylinder which s in turn coupled to a
vacuum reservolr of ample proporfions, the whole system

activated by manifold n. The fingertip control switch
for the hondlamps is conveniently situated on the facla panel
and incorporates a flashing device for daytime use. When the
headlamps are locked In the raised position thoy comply with
the reguiation distance from the ground to lamp centre line,

Foam Filled Bumpers

Full width resilient Polyurethane foam filled glassfibre bumpers
are fitted front and rear, and will not crack, dent or bend on
minoer impact.

Luggage Accommodation

A separate lockable compartment is provided al the
tear of the car with floor to accep!t suitcases, eic., and
additional soft luggege can be stowed in the space behind
the seats.

Weather Protection

A compiotely weatherproof P.V.C. fabric hood is provided na

standard oquipment. Separate chp-on glassfibre reinforced
plastic 'Cant’ mils surround the side window apertures and
carry the hood supporting rails, A P.V.C. strip along the front
the hood fits snugly (010 & recess along the top of the wind-
rail and & volid rall running around the rear of the hood
below the flexidlo rear window panels is located by hood
rotaining tugs mounted on the body. Additional clip-on
tasteners ensure complete draughtproofing.

Engine Accessibility

The bonnet is sell apening when released by two pull controls
on the facia, pivoting on nylon runners, affording accesaibiiity
for routine engine servicing. It required, the complete bannet
can be easily dolached from the car in under ten seconds.
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The body is available in a choice of four colours: Carmen Red,
Fiesta Yellow, Medici Blue and Cirrus Whila. All cars are fitted
with Atlas Grey and Beige trim panels; Tan, Grey and Black
mnmmmwhmvmmm.
Attractive Grey flecked rubber floor-covering is fitted, tastefully

with all trim and body ocplions, thus presenting a com-
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