


Constructed around a backbone of race-winning experience . ..

Years of painstaking design, research and experience
reached their spectacular conclusion in the production of
the Lotus Elan. Even to the untrained eye the sleek and
crisp styling of the glassfibre-reinforced-plastic coach-
work immediately creates the impression of a beautifully
balanced motor car. Compact yet spacious, fast but also
quiet and docile, superbly finished and equipped
but low in price. The Lotus Elan represents so great
an advance in sports car design as to be unique.
From its precision engineered twin overhead
camshaft engine to its functional foam filled bumpers this
car portrays a totally new outlook in automotive engineering.
Mumerous features of the Lotus Elan are directly conceived
from its renowned predecessor and forerunner—the Lotus
Elite—and backed by the design resources of today's most
successful manufacturer of specialised performance cars,
the Elan offers a safe, proven, economical and unbelievably
exciting sports car well worthy of the reputation which has
made the Margue world famous, on road and track.

Retractable Headlamps

To facilitate a lower wing line, giving uninterrupted vision of the
road ahead to within a few feet from the front of the car, a
retractable headlamp system has been devised. Each headlamp
is coupled to a vacuum cylinder which is in turn coupled to a
vacuum reservoir of ample proportions, the whole system
activated by manifold depression. The fingertip contral switch
for the headlamps is conveniently situated on the facia panel
and Incorporates a flashing device for daytime use. When the
headlamps are locked in the raised position they comply with
the regulation distance from the ground to lamp centre line.
Foam Fillad Bumpers

Full width resilient Polyurethane foam filled glassfibre bumpers
are fitted front and rear, and will not crack, dent or bend on
minar impact.

Luggage Accommodation

A saparate lockable luggage compartment is provided at the
rear of the car with carpeted floor to accept suitcases, etc., and
additional soft luggage can be stowed in the space hehind
the seats.

Weather Protection

A completely weatherproofl P.V.C. fabric hood Is provided as

standard equipment. Separate clip-on glassfibre - reinforced
plastic ‘Cant’ rails surround the side windeow apertures and
carry the hood supporting rails. & P.V.C. strip along the frant
of the hood fits snugly into & recess alang the top of the wind-
screen rail and a solid rail running around the rear of the hood
below the flexible rear window panels is located by hood
retaining lugs mounted on the body. Additional clip-on
fasteners ensure complete draughtproofing. A detachable fully
lined hardtop is available as optional extra equipment, plus a
tailored tonneau cover,

Engine Accessibility
The bonnet is self opening when released by two pull controls
on the facia, pivoting on nylon runners, affording accessibility
for routine engine servicing. If required, the complete bonnset
can be easily detached from the car in under ten se

Knock-0n Wheels
Latest in a brilliant succession of
Chapman designs is the optional
extra knock-on wheels with Lotus
patent attachments.
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Absolutely
precise steering
and road holding

The roadholding, steering and braking qualities of Lotus
cars are already legendary in the world of motoring.
Designed and developed by the Lotus design team, led by
Colin Chapman, the chassis and suspension of the Lotus
Elan derive many inherent characteristics from Lotus Sports
and Formula One racing cars. The ordinary Lotus Elan is
not a racing car, yet the inbuilt qualities of reliable braking
power combined with high speed controlability under ali
conditions, certainly contribute to the car's high safaty
factor.

The heart of the Lotus Elan is an immensely strong
and torsionally stiff welded steel backbone chassis. Fully
independent load compensating wishbane/coilspring sus-
pensicn is employed on all four wheels and braking is by
hydraulically operated calipers on 84 inch diameter discs
on the front wheels; the 10 inch diameter rear discs are of
Lotus design. Telescopic shock absorbers, rubber cushion-
ed drive and suspension mountings provide incredibly
smooth and vibration free motoring on all types of road
surface. Highly responsive rack and pinion steering is
employed, and the column is of the fully adjustable collap-
sible type. The transmission contains a four speed gearbox
with synchromesh on all four forward ratios. Regular
chassis greasing points have been eliminated on the Lotus
Elan, cutting considerably the costs of routine sarvicing.



ste p Full length, wide opening doors give

ease of entry for driver and passenger.
= = d The compact form of the Lotus
l n s I e Elan belies the well appointed
spacious interior with fully adjustable, deep squab-shaped
bucket seats for driver and passenger, plus occasional
seating for a child. Altarnatively, this space will accom-
modate a carry-cot. Sliding side windows, precise door
locks and lockable glove compartment- are further features
of the Elan’'s interior design.
The sloping bonnet provides
completely unobstructed
vision of the road ahead. A
glance at the instruments is
all that is needad to obtain
accurate readings. A longer
look reveals elegant, sensibly
placed instrumentation with
all controls within easy reach
of the driver on the full width high gloss facia panel, which
is itself a structural member of the car. The bonnet is
raleased by two pull contrels on the facia thus avoiding the
need to leave your seat when oil and water levels are being
checked. Provision is made for a very powerful fresh air
type heater'demister unit to ensure maximum comfort in
all climates

CHASSIS SPECIFICATION

Chassis Welded steel backbone type, fully rust proofed.

Front Suspension Unegual length wishbones, Indepen-
dant, coll spring Idescopic shoch absorbars.

Rear Buspansion Fully incependent, by wide based
wiihbonas, codl springs and tefescopic shock abaporbers.

Brahen Mydraulically cperaies caliigsry an 8§ inch deamatar
discs on frond whesli 10 inch diameter discs on fear
Hard braks opsvaling on resr whasls oniy

Gambax Four Iormard spésds and reverse. Symchromeqh
on &l foreard ralios. Ol capacity 1] imp. pints (-1 US.
ik, O 99 vtred) 3 1 ratio

Finsl Drive Chissis mounied bypoid onit, sound in-
sulsted. 08 capacity 2 img. pints (24 LS. pints, 1-13 Eres)

Biwesring Rach angd penion. with EEEscopr 2nd Colladsiibe
wlwsring column. Optional right or Ief hend drive, 18 inch
Sinmated dished wobd-fimmed steerng wheel, 2§ heng
gk 19 lorth,

Whesls 1) inch dismeles special Lofus high soesd
wide base pressed $eel. Four stud fiving. Bright metal hub
caps. Or opbicnal extrs—Lotus patent knock-on disc whesls.
Tyres &0 1 11







